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From Left : “The Ten Commandments”, “The Lord’s Prayer”
and “The Apostles’ Creed” respectively.

These wooden carvings were a gift from a member and possibly date
back to the early 1930s.

Cover Picture : View of the old St. John’s Church, Jurong.

There were 105 steps leading up to the top of the hill where the main
church building was situated. These steps were painstakingly laid by four
of St. John’s own members.
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“And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the whole
world as a testimony to all nations, and then the end will
come.” Matthew 24:14

This Agape banner hangs at the front of the church
hall in St. John’s Chapel. It serves as a reminder of each
member’s purpose and mission.

banneraaThegape
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Message from The Bishop,
The Rt. Rev. Dr. John Chew

The work of the St Andrew’s Church Mission really
began in 1856 when the Resident Chaplain, Rev.
William T. Humphrey preached a stirring sermon
on Pentecost Sunday.  But it was only 16 years
later, in 1872, when the church-planting ministry
began with the arrival of Rev. William Henry
Gomes.

Through his faithful and tireless preaching and
ministry, Rev. Gomes was able to reach out to
many Asians who spoke a wide variety of dialects
and languages.  The converts who congregated
at the Mission Chapel on Stamford Road came
from different parts of the island even though
travelling into the centre of town back then was
not easy.

Soon a people’s movement to Christ occurred in
the late 1870s and many farmers living around
Jurong were converted.  One of the early
converts, Mr. Tay Hong Seng generously donated
a large piece of land to construct a church in
1876.  The building was completed in 1884 and
named St. John’s Church, Jurong (“SJJ”).  This is
the second oldest Anglican Church in the Diocese
and it is commendable that your Church is
celebrating the 120th Anniversary this year.
Congratulations!

Although no ordained clergyman was assigned
to look after SJJ, the faithful lay-members, with

the help of part-time catechists, carried on the
ministry of reaching out to Hokkien-speaking
people through all these years.

After the Second World War, the Priest-in-charge
of the Hokkien Congregation at the Holy Trinity
Church was given pastoral oversight of the small
congregation at SJJ.  This arrangement worked
satisfactorily until the Government acquired the
property to develop the new township of Bukit
Batok in early 1990s and caused the church to
relocate to Farrer Road, using the old school hall
of St. Margaret’s Secondary School.

Here, St. John’s Church, Jurong was renamed as
St. John’s Chapel and became a Parish on 1
January 1993 under the leadership of its first full-
time Vicar, Canon Kuan Kim Seng.

Although St. John’s Chapel has a long history, it
was able to transform itself.  With its emphasis on
preaching the Word, evangelism and world
mission, the church had been truly renewed by
the Holy Spirit to serve the school community as
well as the surrounding neighbourhood.

From a small beginning and through its
perseverance, it bore faithful witness to the
gospel.  I am pleased that St. John’s Chapel and
the chaplaincy work at St. Margaret’s Secondary
School is now an active parish in the Diocese.
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Message from The Vicar,
The Rev. Canon Kuan Kim Seng

To God Be the Glory...

It is a very special honour to celebrate the
one hundred and twentieth anniversary of
any institution that we are a part of.  This is
especially so in the case of us being members
of an ekklesia-community. A church with a
hundred and twenty years of history in
modern Singapore is really something of
significance considering the fact that the
modern history of this nation began only in
1819.

As we celebrate and give thanks to God for
our hundred and twentieth anniversary, may
I invite you to reflect on two thoughts with
me.

Firstly, the Christian faith is a faith with a
history.  Christianity did not begin with us
on the day that we came to faith in the Lord
Jesus Christ.  And because history is part and
parcel of the Christian faith, we must be
responsible to our Heavenly Father, who is
God of both the past and the future.  What
we have received, we must faithfully transmit
to future generations, as the Apostle Paul

reminds us in 1 Cor. 11:23, ‘For I received
from the Lord what I also delivered to you. ’
Living our lives as an ekklesia to the nations
is certainly the hallmark of a faithful church.

Secondly, as we celebrate this anniversary,
we need to recall with gratefulness to God
the people whom He had brought into our
lives and contributed to the development of
this ekklesia.  Again, like the Apostle Paul,
we should be ever thankful to God for such
people.  But it is more than just the people
of the past.  It is also the family of God within
the St. John’s ekklesia-community today.  I
thank God for each and every one of you,
from the children to the adults.  It is God who
has brought us into this ekklesia-community,
and we must treasure and love one another.

May the Lord God cause us to continue to
love and serve Him, to His glory, forever.
Amen.
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Message from Priest, Chinese
Congregation, Rev. Chang Lubin
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SSOur tory

1872 Church work in Jurong initiated by Rev. William
Gomes, Superintendent of St. Andrew’s Mission
and Mr. Cheok Loi Fatt.

1874 Congregation consisted mainly of farmers. Back
then, the common Chinese dialects used in
Jurong were Teochew, Hakka and Hokkien.  Four
Chinese members were baptised.

1876 Mr. Tay Hong Seng, one of the four baptised
members donated a piece of land approximately
three acres in size to build a church.  This was so
that he, his family and a large number of
workers from his farm could attend church
regularly.

The 105 steps leading up to church.

Undated picture of the church. “Look! No trees yet!”

Christmas of 1954.

Interior of the church.

History and Development of St. John’s Chapel
- formerly known as St. John’s Church, Jurong
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Sunday school of the late 1980s.

Church group photo taken in 1963.

Early photo of Ven. Lau (extreme left), Bishop John Chew (2nd
from left) and other Anglican Church leaders.

Baptism by Rev. Yeo Chin Chye

1884 Completion of the building of St. John’s Church,
Jurong (“SJJ”) on the piece of land donated by
Mr. Tay.  On 11th March, Bishop George Frederick
Hose, Ven. Thomas Meredith and Rev. William
Gomes were appointed trustees for the property.
A Blessing and Dedication Service was conducted
by Bishop Hose.

1902 Rev. Gomes passed away and Rev. R. Richard took
over the helm, a post he held till 1934.

1933   Mr. Gwee Geok Tee, the catechrist who had been
serving the church since Rev. Gomes’ tenure
passed away.  Initially, catechrists from St.
Andrew’s Mission were asked to help with the
work at SJJ under the supervision of Rev. Richard.
Rev. Ng Ho Lay was one of them.  Later, SJJ was
transferred from the St. Andrew’s Mission to St.
Andrew’s Cathedral, and the Australian Mission
Board then helped with the work at SJJ.  During
the 1930s, a primary school was also set up in
SJJ.  It comprised only two classes led by the
principal and a teacher (who would
subsequently return to serve – Ven. Lau Teik
Oon).
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1941   During the Japanese Occupation, all Chinese
churches came under the Chinese Clergy, thus
Rev. Ng Ho Lay took full charge of SJJ.  A few
years later, SJJ was again transferred to the care
of the Holy Trinity Church’s Hokkien
congregation.  The Japanese Occupation was
sadly a period where many members of SJJ lost
their lives.  In addition, many younger members
also moved out of Jurong and into the city
centre to look for jobs.

1957 Ven. Lau Teik Oon took over the post of Rev. Ng
Ho Lay who retired.

1965 Rev. Yeo Chin Chye was directed by the Vicar,
Ven. Lau Teik Oon to assist in SJJ.

1971 On 21st May, Bishop Chiu Ban It officially
appointed Rev. Yeo Chin Chye as Priest-in-charge
of Holy Trinity Hokkien Parish and Honorary
Priest-in-charge of SJJ.

1972 Dissolution of SJJ and handed over to the Holy
Trinity Hokkien Parish as a daughter church.

Can you spot Ai Sim, Anna and Lynette
in the Sunday school picture above?

Front row, 5th from right - Anna
Front row, 4th from right - Ai Sim
Back row, extreme right - Lynette

Church Choir - Uniforms sewn by choir members themselves.

Al fresco Sunday school.

Left: Bishop Chiu Ban It (centre) and Canon James Wong (right)
Right: Bishop Chiu Ban It with confirmation candidates.
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1973 Holy Trinity Church sent two brothers to assist at
SJJ.  Congregation size at that time was between 6
to 8 members in their early twenties. They were
descendents from the early members of SJJ and
service was still conducted in Hokkien.

In order to grow SJJ, these members started free
tuition service in the Jurong area.  They recruited
10 students who were non-believers.  Through the
tuition classes, they introduced Jesus to the
students and also started Sunday School for them
to attend.

1976 The PCC of Holy Trinity Hokkien Parish felt strongly
about developing SJJ and paid a seminary
graduate a monthly allowance of $200 to help
out in the church.

1977 A full time preacher was employed at a
monthly salary of $350.

1981 SJJ officially transferred to become “daughter
church” to St. John’s – St. Margaret’s Church.

1982 Rev. Yeo Chin Chye passed away and Rev.
Gregory Chiang came on board to serve.

1985 Rev. Huang Teng Hui took over leadership
           from Rev. Gregory Chiang.

Undated photo of church members.

Rev. Huang Teng Hui with baptism candidates and other
members.

Bishop Moses Tay with PCC members and Rev. Gregory
Chiang (front row, extreme right).

Sunday school kids milling around Anna. Do you recognise
any one of the children?
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1987   Rev. Gregory Chiang returned to serve but only
till 1988.  Home cell ministry also started at this
time.

1988 Upon the departure of Rev. Gregory Chiang, Rev.
Soh Chye Ann, Vicar of St. John’s – St. Margaret’s
Church then appointed David and Margaret Liew
as stewards of SJJ.

1989 The Singapore Government gave notice that the
land of SJJ would be repossessed in 1992.

1990 SJJ was given the hall in St. Margaret’s Secondary
School to worship.  Name changed to St. John’s
Chapel (“SJCp”).

1991  Rev. Kuan Kim Seng appointed as Vicar of SJCp.

St. John’s Bell was cast in 1904.
It was the church bell of St. John’s Church,
Jurong (now St. John’s Chapel), established in
1884.  According to old members of the
church, the bell was made from Straits
Settlement one-cent coins, donated by
church members.  (It needs to be said that
one-cent coins were of substantial value in
those days; complete meals would cost a
quarter or half a cent.)

This century-old bell is a very appropriate gift
to the oldest girls’ school in Singapore. Its
ringing mechanism has also been automated,
bringing to the school something unique - a
special blend of history and modern
technology, a fitting gift to a vibrant school
with unique historic roots.

Rev. Soh (left) and Ps. David Ps. David and Margaret Liew

Left: This article on the relocation of the church appeared in Xin
Ming Ri Bao in January 1988.
Right: A notice in the Gazette regarding the re-zoning of the
Jurong area.
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1993   SJCp granted parish status on 1 January 1993.

2000 The Mandarin Congregation of Bukit Batok
Christian Centre (an extension of Chapel of the
Resurrection Parish) lacked a place to worship
and temporarily used SJCp’s premises.
Subsequently, the Mandarin congregations of
both SJCp and Bukit Batok were merged to
maximize the available resources and Rev. Chang
Lubin was tasked to take charge of the merged
Mandarin congregation.

2001 Combined Hokkien and Cantonese services were
started to specifically serve the needs of the
elderly folks in the Mandarin congregation.
Pastor Ng Gan Hock was placed in charge of this
ministry.

2002 The church leaders decided that it was more
effective to conduct monolingual service, hence
a separate Cantonese service was started.

2004   Rev. Barry Leong appointed as Priest-in-charge of
SJCp as Canon Kuan Kim Seng was appointed to
the dual role of Vicar of both St. Andrew’s
Cathedral and SJCp.  Rev. Chang Lubin continues
to be responsible for the Mandarin/Hokkien/
Cantonese congregations’ work.

 Current   SJCp has services in four languages- English,
    Mandarin, Hokkien and Cantonese.

The late Mdm. Hong in her younger days.

Our oldest member, the late Mdm. Hong Geok
Eng (centre), passed away on 20th January
2004. We remember her fondly.

The induction of Canon Kuan as Vicar of St. John’s Chapel.

“St Margaret’s Secondary School”.
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RReminiscence
Recollections&

In 1982, I came to serve in St. John’s Church, Jurong

(“SJJ”) when Rev. Yeo Chin Chye suddenly collapsed

while washing his car and passed away.  We re-started

the first service at SJJ with only 5 adults and 2 children

in the Sunday school.  Then came Gan Hock, Gina,

Freddy, and others.

Initially, we sang without music as we did not have

any musicians.  However, our first converts, Lay Beng

and Swee Kim donated a piano and Swee Kim took up the challenge

to be the church pianist after receiving much encouragement from everyone.

Subsequently, the church became a little like a “karang-guni” place where

people were giving things that they did not want to the church.  Eventually,

when the church grew, we had to burn an organ and other things to

make space for the growing congregation.

Back then, it was very “inconvenient” to get to the church.  We had to

climb 105 uneven steps! The whole environment was very “kampung-like”.

When the rain came, the red soil would cover the surrounding grounds.  I

still recall how our faithful church members would take off their shoes and

walk around bare-footed.

In 1985, I passed the baton to Rev. Huang Teng Hui but returned to serve

the church two years later in 1987.

At that time, the home cell ministry started to blossom and we were blessed

with many new members. Although I have left SJJ since 1988, I am very

pleased to see so many of the church members from the “hill” still around!

Indeed, I rejoice with you on this wonderful occasion when you celebrate

the 120th anniversary!

- Rev Gregory Chiang
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In 1985, Iris and I joined the church as
a young couple.  The first thing that
we experienced from the small family-
like community was care and love.  And
it was in this warm and loving
communal environment that we began
to grow in our faith, and also learnt to
love and serve God, His people and
also those who are outside of His fold.

We saw the important ingredient of
community in the work of Christ’s
salvation – the concern and need for
others and not just for ourselves or our
own agenda.  We learnt to be patient
to allow the Holy Spirit to work through
people’s lives to be transformed.  And
most of these lessons were realistically
taught to us by the lives of His people.

In our journey of faith at St. John’s Chapel, we
thank God for the many people in the church

that had touched, influenced and shaped our
lives to be like Christ.  Yes, even some of you
who think that you are just a “small potato” (hee
hee..) because each of us is different and
important in the body of Christ.   As iron
sharpens iron, so one person sharpens another
person (Proverbs 27:17).

That is why we chose “Living Stones” as one of
the themes in our past church camps.  In St.
John’s, we learned the lesson that each of us
are living stones that make up the church.  And
for each Christian that comes through the
church, we have the responsibility to care and
nurture each of them as another living stone
for the master’s use.

May this be our prayer that many more “living
stones” will be nurtured into the “ekklesia” of St.
John’s Chapel for the master’s use.

- Ps. Simon Chan

- Ven. Lau Teik Onn

Page 13



St John’s Chapel 120th Anniversary

hurch

PCC Members

CCministries

Pastoral and Admin Staff

Top row (from left) -  Canon Kuan Kim Seng (Vicar),
Rev. Barry Leong, Peter Soon (Vicar’s Warden), Patrick
Lee (Mission Chairman), Zoe Phua.

Top row (from left) - Canon Kuan Kim
Seng, Rev. Barry Leong, Rev. Chang
Lubin, Ng Gan Hock

Middle row (from left) - Kenneth Sng (Hon.
Secretary), Rev. Chang Lubin, Gan Pak Lim, Yau Mun
Loong,

Bottom row (from left) - Paul Lim (People’s Warden),
Sonia Ie-Chen, Florence Ho (Hon. Treasurer).

Middle row (from left) - Tan Chwee Lian,
Loon Fu-Man, Bertram Cheong, Susan
Ling, Wang Qiu Yue,

Bottom row (from left) - Yee Ya Hui,
David Hou, Shawn Leong, Tan Bee
Hong, Joanne Ling.
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Faces of St. John’s Chapel
Here are just some of our members involved in
various ministries.
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Church Congregation

Combined service at Christmas.

Church retreat 2003.

Mandarin service.

Hokkien service.Baptism.

Maundy Thursday service.

Canon Kuan conducting AGM.

Sunday Worship Services

English Service     9:00am

Mandarin Ser vice   11:15am

Hokkien Service   11:15am

Cantonese Service          11:15am

Cantonese Service.
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Project Serve & Tribute Programme

Project Serve is an avenue for
youths to take time to “get off the
speeding train” and onto a reflective
yet inspirational phase in their walk
through life. The intention is to walk
our youths towards greater ‘Christ-
likeness’.

St. John’s Chapel started the Project
Serve initiative in 1995 with a
personal mentoring approach to the
youths involved in this ministry.
Since 1999, Project Serve has
become a Diocese-level initiative to
accommodate a larger group of
youths.

The programme covers a period of 5
months and is divided into 3 phases
with 2 months of Biblical Training &
Preparation, a one-week Mission Trip
and 3 months of local church /
overseas mission attachment.

A monthly allowance of $500 is
recommended to give financial
support for meeting daily needs, teaching of
budgeting skills and instilling an attitude of
tithing to God and giving to parents.

Over the past 10 years, 36 youths from St.
John’s Chapel have gone through Project
Serve.

The Tribute Programme offers an opportunity to those who have
completed tertiary studies and National Service to give their first
working year as a tribute to God.  This is a follow-up for those
who have gone through Project Serve.  Since 1998, there has
been 9 participants, 8 of those from Project Serve.

Participants in the Tribute Programme will be involved in one or
several aspects of the ongoing ministries of their own parishes
(including overseas ministries), working alongside the full-time
ministry staff.  Concurrent with ministry involvement, they would also
be provided on-the-job training, including book reviews, courses
conducted by their home parishes, the diocese, St. Peter’s Hall,
seminaries and other training institutions.

The participants are given a small living allowance, an amount
which is determined by the parish.  This allowance is necessary
and fair and the participants are expected to tithe and give
something to their parents as an expression of obedience to the
Fifth Commandment.  The recommended allowance is $800 per
month.

Supporters, Serve alumni and Servers at Inauguration Night

Go forth and serve...
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Little Lambs Ministry

We have approximately 25 to 30 children in the Little Lambs ministry.  They are
between 2 to 5 years old and 3 teams of dedicated teachers rotate to teach
them every 3 months.

It is a privilege to serve in this ministry and the little ones bring great joy to the
teachers.  They are very observant and eager to learn. It is also encouraging for
the teachers to receive positive feedback from parents as they see their children
put into practice what has been taught in the classes.

Please continue to pray that these little ones will grow in their faith as they
know more about God each week.  May each one be a blessing to their families
and to the church community.

Here is a short excerpt of thanks from Shirley Gan (3rd from left),
mother of a pair of twins currently in Little Lambs :

“When Ai Mai approached me to write a few lines about the Little
Lambs ministry, I knew I could not decline.  I felt that this is an
excellent opportunity for me to personally thank the teachers and
helpers.  Also, I hope to let the other parents know that this is
indeed a wonderful ministry for parents to bring their toddlers to
every Sunday.  Since attending Little Lambs, my twins have
become more sociable, learnt to share, learnt to communicate
and more importantly, learnt more about Jesus Christ, our
Saviour.  I am extremely grateful to all the teachers and helpers
in this ministry.”

Youth and Children’s Ministry
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Chinese Congregation - Sunday school.

JOME teachers.

Kids for Christ.

Chinese Congregation - Youth.

Chinese Congregation - Junior Youth.
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SSchool
involvement

64th Boys’ Brigade Company

In early 1992 , the 64th Boys’ Brigade Company was established under
the sponsorship of the Teck Ghee Zone ‘B’ Residents Committee and
St. John’s Chapel.  Choo Heng Yu, appointed the Captain, together
with Joel Mong and Simon Chan then attended the Basic Officer
Training Course and promptly began preparations for recruitment.
Aided by Wee Eng Peng, Choy Wai Kiong, Albert Ang and Alex Lim
as officers, and enlisting the help of Corporal Wee Eng Soon from the
54th Company, they went to the nearby Chong De, Chong Shan, Teck
Ghee and Townsville Primary Schools to conduct recruitment talks.

On 31 October 1992, the 64th Company was ‘born’ at the Teck Ghee
Zone ‘B’ RC. 24 Boys formed the first batch of recruits.

In 1997, the opportunity came for the 64th Company to recruit
secondary students from Ang Mo Kio Secondary School, which was
just a stone’s throw away from the RC.  The school principal, Ms
Paramita Bandara, welcomed the Boys’ Brigade as part of the co-
curricular activities of her school.  From then on, the 64th Company
established its three-pillar support – The Teck Ghee Zone ‘B’ RC, Ang
Mo Kio Secondary School and St. John’s Chapel.

Recruitment has always posed a challenge for the 64th Company.
However, this only meant that more attention could be given to the
Boys.  The frequent get-together for movies, bowling sessions and
fun camps thus fostered the closeness between Boys and officers of
the 64th Company.

By God’s grace, through this ministry, St. John’s Chapel has welcomed
many of these Boys into its family over the years.   To God be the
Glory!
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The 52J (Junior) Boys’ Brigade and 52nd Girls’
Brigade operate together as one company most
of the time.  However, it can be hard to get them
together as they only stick to their “kind”, i.e. BOYS
and GIRLS.

Teaching drill is sometimes a comedy too.  It can
be done perfectly in one parade but, be prepared,
as they can suddenly forget everything during
the next parade.  This is certainly a challenge to
the officers’ patience and perseverance!

Singing songs is fun as they get to display their
wonderful skills in making the original songs
sound nicer. During devotion, also be prepared
to be stunned by all the weirdest and hardest

31st Girls’ Brigade Company

In 1992, the 31st Girls’ Brigade Company was
established in St. Margaret’s Secondary School
with St. John’s Chapel as the sponsoring
church. From a humble beginning of 9 girls,
we are now 60-strong, excluding 2003’s
school leavers and the estimated 15-20
recruits for 2004.

Availing themselves for this ministry are Mrs.
Janet Kua (Assistant Chaplain), Miss Petrina
Kang (Captain/Teacher-in-charge), Miss Lois
Ng (2nd Teacher-in-charge), Mrs. Emily Wee, Miss Joanne Ling and Miss Judy Siak.

The company has achieved a great deal in the past 11 years. We received the
prestigious Gold Company Award for 2000, 2001 and 2002. In 2001, we received a
Silver Award at the biennial GB Drill Competition.  However, more importantly, it is the
opportunity to make a difference in the girls’ lives.

All this would not have been possible without the Lord’s guidance. He is the one most
worthy of our thanks since the birth of the company. We are ever so thankful for His
steadfast love and abundant blessings throughout these years of growth.

questions asked. Last but not least, food
wakes everybody up.

We are truly blessed with teachers-in-charge
who are enthusiastic about our work among
the children and the parents who are
supportive and always offering their help
during events.

We thank God for bringing us through the
year 2003 and pray that He will grant us more
fruitful years to come. And truly may He grant
us the continued joy of bringing the Boys
and Girls, even at their young age, to know
and to love Him.

52(Junior) Boys’ Brigade and 52nd Girls’ Brigade Companies
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Loving Joy, SMSS and E-Life!
SMSS and E-Life!

The St. Margaret’s School Ministry consists of a fortnightly chapel service, morning
devotions, a Christian Fellowship group as well as a yearly evangelistic event known as
E-Life!

The Christian Fellowship group meets up weekly for a time of sharing, Bible study and
fellowship.  The aim of the group is to help each girl grow spiritually, and ultimately be
used by God to bring forth a revival in the over 160-year-old mission school.

E-life! (Eternal Life, formerly known as Religious Emphasis Week) is an annual
evangelistic event that is held over 3 days as part of the school’s activities. Based on a
yearly theme, the gospel message is shared through performances, testimonies and also
guest speakers. During this time, a call would be made to challenge the girls to receive
Jesus Christ as their Saviour, and also for Christian girls to rededicate their lives to the
Lord.

Loving Joy

After months of planning, the evangelistic children’s club catering to children in
kindergarten and primary school kicked off in 2003.  The commitment was to bring
the good news of Jesus through games, songs, Bible stories, object lessons and
other activities.

The children are taught a memory verse each week and a key point that helps them
to apply the verse in their daily lives. There is also a reward system where they receive
colourful stamps for good conduct and for successfully reciting the previous week’s
memory verse and key point. At the end of each month, these colourful stamps can
be used to exchange for gifts.

The club meets every Sunday in church from 3:30pm to 5:00pm.  In addition, there
are also occasional outings and twice-a-year holiday enrichment programmes

In short, the Loving JOY club is all about Loving Jesus first, Others second and
then Yourself.
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cellsHHome
Teban Gardens 283

The homecell leaders decided that it
was time to move on as the group had
become too big for the house. Pastor
Fu-Man’s offer of using his home for the
new cell was timely. Thus, began the
journey of TG283 – a cell multiplied
from CCK434 – in the year 1999.

Started with 10 members, we have
now grown to 15; with Soo Ching as
our newest member and now the
leader of the group.

Our cell gatherings take many forms –
the weekly Friday meetings to share,
to encourage, to pray; the occasional
recreational games where we pit our
stamina, wits and drawing skills
through a game of Captain’s ball or
Pictionary and of course, the all-time
favourite ‘makan’ sessions. We never fail
to come up with reasons for feasting –
the CNY reunion dinner, birthday
celebrations, get-together for new
friends ..

Do drop by to find out more!  We look
forward to your visit!

Teban Gardens 283.
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Clementi Avenue 338.

Queenstown (Chinese).

Jurong Homecell (Chinese).

Kids For Christ.

Page 26



St John’s Chapel 120th Anniversary

Tekna 4.

Tekna 4

T4, as a homecell, has had quite a bit of a history.
When the concept of Youth Homecells first came up
in 1995, T4 comprised mainly of older youths and
was regarded as the ‘Senior Citizens’ group.  However,
these youths subsequently transferred into the adult
home cells and T4 was dissolved.

After some time, a home cell was formed at the RC
where the 64th Boys’ Brigade Company was based.
These members too, were eventually absorbed into
the adult homecells. The homecell structure thus
stood at three homecells, T1 to T3.

At this time, T3 experienced a swell in numbers due
to the efforts of its members in inviting friends. It
was decided that in order to preser ve the

effectiveness in personal ministry, T3 should branch
out. Hence, T4 came back into being in 2002.

Since then, the home cell has grown, with its
members hailing from diverse backgrounds,
including a university graduate, a polytechnic
graduate, two National Servicemen, two
polytechnic students as well as a Secondary school
student.

It has always been a challenge to cater to the needs
of such a diverse group. Due to the difficulties of
juggling schedules, attendance at the meetings can
be challenging.  Thankfully, everyone is involved
in some church ministries in one way or another.
Thus, the home cell members have continued to
grow individually and as a group.

Pandan Valley 3. Tekna 2.
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Tekna 1

Here’s what we call the “chao seng”
youths – with all of us already in our 20s,
albeit early 20s.  If you think that we are
still young, then you must be comparing
us with the wrong generation! Consider
this: when asked to stand in a line
according to our age at a youth camp a
couple of years ago, we were all found only
at one end of that line – the oldest end!

Nonetheless, the Lord has been faithful. He
has brought us through a lot together and
we’ve even been on a tribal mission trip
(without any pastoral staff!) when most of
us were just 18! Indeed, we’ve grown, just
as the early apostles went about their
missions in groups of at least 2 or more, so
we too, look forward to continue working
together – and growing older – all for the
sake of our Lord’s glory. Cheers for a brand
new year that the Lord has made!

Tekna 1.
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Hong Leong 85

The Hong Leong 85 group members are in their late
40s or 50s and many of us have been with St. John’s
for a long time.  It is amazing how God has brought
each one of us, from different walks of life, together as
a group.

Reflecting back, we were certainly much younger back
in those days at St. John’s Jurong. Every Sunday, we
would be carrying the children, feeding them and
chasing after them. Since then we have grown
older, with less hair and also in “a whiter shade
of pale”. As our generation grows older, a new
generation has since grown up.  Many of our
children are teenagers now and involved in
the church in various forms of ministry.  We
thank the Lord for guiding them and using
them to bless others.

Our house group continues to meet
regularly to catch up and share with one
another.  We see God’s faithfulness in each
of our lives and as we receive freely from
Him, may we also give freely to others.

Cashew Heights 95.
Hong Leong 85.

Tekna 5.
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I remember vividly the first day that I arrived at SJCp
in Jurong as a young Bible College student looking
for a place to fulfil my field assignment.  I remember
the warmth reception by many of you and that made
me feel so much at home.  It really took away my
fears and apprehension as I was new to Singapore.

In SJCp, you gave me opportunities to develop my
spiritual gifts and helped me in my leadership
development.  I truly treasured the time spent in
worship leading as well as leading the Youth
Fellowship.  On top of that, there were also many
preaching opportunities given to me. Most of all I
appreciated the acceptance, fellowship and
partnership. The three years were truly well-spent in
SJCp.

It has been ten years since I graduated from Singapore
Bible College and returned to Labuan (Malaysia).  I am
presently serving in my home Church (Church of Our Holy
Saviour) and I must say that the grace and favour of God
upon my ministry today was built on the rich layers of
foundation in the early years of training.  I am also proud
to say that SJCp was one of these layers that I am building
my ministry on today.

So once again THANK YOU SJCp and
CONGRATULATIONS in your 120th
Anniversary Celebrations.  My dear wife
Jillian and I wish you God’s richest
blessings in the years ahead.

Rev. John Yeo
(Rector of The Church of Our Holy Saviour,
Labuan)

OOverseaswell-wishers from

Top: The Lims in Kaohsiung, Taiwan
Centre: Chye Nguan, Mui Nguk and
Daniel in Christchurch, NZ
Bottom: Kenny, Alice and family in
Austin, USA.

Rev. and Mrs. Yeo.
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We, as a family moved to Shanghai at the beginning of 1999. It
took us a while to mentally come to terms with living in a foreign
country. On top of that, my language deficiency in Chinese
(schooled in Malay of course) gave me much anxiety and a
terrible sense of insecurity of what lay ahead.

Well, fast forward to today: five years later – with a respite of
10 months in between when we ‘temporarily’ relocated back
to Singapore. The Shanghai that once filled me with much
apprehension has become home to our family.

Living in Shanghai has its charms and frustrations. Of its drawbacks,
we have had to endure the cold winters (by tropical standards),
sweltering summers (again, by tropical standards), polluted skies (class
of its own) and the prevalently rude road manners (nothing like in
China). Unlike Singapore, things here don’t work like clockwork and, as
foreigners, we are also subjected to the vagaries of China’s economic
and political climate. As our kids are schooling outside the famously
unforgiving Singapore school education, we get the occasional anxiety
attack whenever the word ‘PSLE’ is mentioned.

But we have since learnt to appreciate other aspects of living here:
eating strawberries, mushrooms and most other food on the cheap,
experiencing new things and meeting new people, especially
Christians, from all parts of the world.  Personally, the most satisfying - and
challenging - part for me who is Sino-challenged, is that I have been given
another shot at learning Pu Tong Hua.  My proficiency has made some
strides and my tongue now gets me securely from Point A to B in haphazard
Shanghai. In fact, I can even haggle over the price of a bag
with some finesse.

For the time that we have been here, we have had a cell
group meet every Friday night at our home, and played
host to the Saturday music practices for our international
fellowship’s music ministry. On Sunday, we head for the
city to attend the 4pm ‘church’ service and have dinner
after that, with friends or on our own.

Looking back on the years we’ve spent here, I feel that
God has taken us on an eye-opening journey into China
and I now have a deeper appreciation of how our lives
have been enriched and blessed. We don’t know where,
when or how this journey will end, but I am glad to
have embarked on it with Chee Ching and our kids, Sam
and Lydia. - Caroline, Shanghai

Memo from the Burchells

Our desire to be a part of God’s plan to reachall the peoples of the world with the goodnews of Jesus Christ landed us in Singaporefor almost four years.  We were honoured tojoin in partnership with local churches in aunified effort to reach out to the surroundingcountries.  A heart felt thank you is extendedfrom us to the believers at St. John Chapel.
We left a part of our heart in Singapore whenwe had to say good bye to all of you.  Thememories are sweet and we are grateful thatwe will be spending eternity with you!  Somany of you modeled servant leadership tous.  You warmly greeted us, fed us, drove us,clothed us, laughed with us, celebrated withus, loved our kids, prayed for us, listened to usand showed your care in many ways.  Yourlove for Jesus was evident and we truly felthonoured to be counted amongst you.  Weare truly grateful for you!  - KimKohlis (Joel, Karine, Priscilla and Raphael) in Switzerland.

The Lims in Shanghai, China.
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2004 is a special year for St. John’s Chapel (“SJCp”).

In addition to celebrating her 120th Anniversary, we

also witnessed a “change of guards” after 13 years.

Canon Kuan Kim Seng came to SJCp serving as her

first full-time Vicar in modern times.  Canon Kuan’s

military background shone through in the

meticulous ways in which he charted the course to

nurture SJCp into an “ekklesia to the nations”.

Along the way, Canon Kuan has won the hearts

and “stomachs”of SJCp’s members (Canon Kuan is

really quite a good cook!), and particularly the hearts

of the children with his gentle and fatherly ways.

In July 2004, Canon Kuan was appointed to the

dual role of being Vicar of St. Andrew’s Cathedral

as well as SJCp.  As he is expected to spend most, if

not all of his time away from SJCp, Rev. Barry Leong

has been appointed as Priest-in-charge of SJCp.

We wish Canon Kuan a very blessed time in leading

a whole new parish!

Rev. Barry Leong joined SJCp in 2001.  As he takes

on his new role, we hope all SJCp members will

rally behind him as he continues SJCp’s mission as

an “ekklesia” to the nations”

Coincidentally, Rev. Leong also hails from a military

background.  Other than his trademark self-

deprecating jokes during his sermons, Rev. Leong’s

booming voice is another phenomenon in itself,

especially when he needs to get your attention in

the noisy and boisterous canteen.

Listen out for him if you have not already heard

him!

Change of Guard

Canon KuanCanon Kuan
&Rev. LeongRev. Leong
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Staff members of St. John’s Chapel

Vicar : The Rev. Canon Kuan Kim Seng
Priest-in-charge : Rev. Barry Leong

English Ministry
Homecell Development : Pastor Bertram
Cheong
Christian Education : Pastor David Hou
Youth Ministry : Pastor Loon Fu-Man,
Wang Qiu Yue
SMSS Ministry : Pastor Yee Ya Hui

Chinese Ministry
Rev. Chang Lubin
Pastor Ng Gan Hock
Pastor Tan Chwee Lian

Overall-in-charge – Peter Soon

Treasurers – Florence Ho (2004), Leung Siew Eng (2003)

Secretary – Adrienne Chow

Administration Support – Susan Ling, Joanne Ling

Advisors – Canon Kuan Kim Seng, Rev. Chang Lubin, Rev. Barry Leong

Web Committee

Arnold Wee
Tommy Chieng
Vincent Yee
Karene Ng
Sonia Chen
Faith Wong
Lydia Diana Leong

Magazine Committee

Margaret Bong
Victor Teo
Khin PhoneKo
Choo Heng Yu
Lynette Tan
Violet Toh
Gwee Ai Sim
Ng Gan Hock
Lydia Diana Leong

Church Camp Committee

Paul Lim
Grace Ho
Derrick Cheng
Bernard Yee
Yee Ya Hui
Tan Wei Yean
Susan Ling
Joseph Kuan

120th Dinner Celebration Committee

Lim Ah Kau
Doris Lee
Bernard Yee
Chia Yeou Cheong & Music Team
Faith Wong
Sonia Chen
Susan Ling
Joanne Ling
Shawn Leong
Wang Qiu Yue & Power 612
64th  BB, 31st GB & 52nd BB/GB Coy Photographers

Patrick Lee
Johnston Ho
Alan Sng

We would like to dedicate this page to all the members who have

put in great effort to make our church’s 120th Anniversary a very

special and memorable one.We thank each and every one who have served in the various

committees.  In addition, we also want to thank all other members

who have helped one way or another but whom we may have

inadvertently not mentioned here.  You know who you are and we

want you to know that your efforts are greatly appreciated.

May God bless each and every one of you!  Thank You!

Rev Barry LeongOn behalf of church leadership

We would like to dedicate this page to all the members who have

put in great effort to make our church’s 120th Anniversary a very

special and memorable one.We thank each and every one who have served in the various

committees.  In addition, we also want to thank all other members

who have helped one way or another but whom we may have

inadvertently not mentioned here.  You know who you are and we

want you to know that your efforts are greatly appreciated.

May God bless each and every one of you!  Thank You!

Rev. Barry LeongPriest-In-Charge
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